Need: An estimated $3.9M is needed
to construct a 10-foot-wide trail from
Kuther Road in Washington Township
to the Village of Lockington, where

Miami County will complete the
connection.

Readiness: The City of Sidney &
Shelby County have contracted with a
consulting engineer to complete the
planning and design of the entire trail
connection including this phase and
future phases that are planned to
make the final off-road connection.
County has secured $500,000 from a

State Capital Bill grant.

Existing Partners: City of Sidney,

Shelby County, Washington

Township, ODNR, ODOT, National
Park Service, State of Ohio, Miami
Conservancy District/Great Miami

Riverway Coalition, Northern Miami

County Trail Implementation

Committee, Cargill, Inc., Emerson,
Inc., Sidney-Shelby County Chamber

of Commerce, Sidney Visitors

Bureau, Sidney-Shelby Economic

Partners.

Overall Benefits: Climate resilience,
Improvement in public transportation,
Increased bicycle and walking paths

and safety

City of Sidney
Duane Gaier, Dir., Parks & Recreation
937-498-8105

dgaier@sidneyoh.com
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REQUEST FOR FUNDING SUPPORT

SHELBY-MIAMI COUNTY OHIO CONNECTOR
GREAT MIAMI RIVER RECREATION TRAIL (SIDNEY, OHIO)

Creat Miami Recreafional Troll (GMRT)
Shelby Co. o Miami Co. Conneciion '
Oclobar 2022

s Existing Conal Feeder Tralli/GMRT
we  GMRT Phase V - Construction 2023

GRART froms Miami County (planned)

5711: y Ji
SHELBY COUNTY/MIAMI COUNTY CONNECTION: Figure 1. Expanding the Great Miami
River Trail will satisfy objectives found in the 2018 Ohio State Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP). The Sidney Canal Feeder Trail Connector and Great Miami River
Trail is identified in the Ohio Resident Outdoor Recreation Survey 2017 Final Report, Trails
for Ohioans publication, and is also mentioned in the US Army Corps of Engineers 2013
Great Miami Riverway Study.

The City of Sidney and Shelby County leaders are working to develop
the final leg of the Great Miami River Recreation Trail, a 99-mile
asphalt, off-street trail used by 90,000 trail users in the Miami
Valley. The GMRRT’s southern terminus is the City of Hamilton
and stretches north along the Great Miami River to its current off-
road terminus near Piqua in Miami County.

to an existing portion of the City of Sidney’s Canal Feeder Trail

at Kuther Rd. Connecting this final segment from Piqua to
Sidney, and extending the Great Miami River Recreation Trail to the
20,550 residents of Sidney. Future phases of this trail construction will
extend along the indicated multicolor path from Piqua to Sidney, as
easements are granted, funds raised, and future grants are solicited.

‘a Project partners are seeking funding to add 12,200 feet of trail
oo

Shelby County Choice One Engineering
Tony Bornhorst, Commissioner Kaye Borchers, Funding Specialist
937-498-7226 937-497-0200

tbornhorst@shelbyco.net

kmb@choiceoneengineering.com




MCD

MIAMI CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

38 E. Monument Ave
Dayton, OH 45402
(937) 223-127

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

William E. Lukens

Mark G. Rentschler
Shelby County Commissioners Beth G. Whelley
129 East Court Street

Sidney Ohio 45365

November 2, 2022

GENERAL MANAGER
MaryLynn Lodor

Dear Commissioners:

| am writing on behalf of the Miami Conservancy District in support of the Shelby County
Commissioners request to the Priority Dayton Region Priority Development and Advocacy
Committee (PDAC), to fill in a key gap in the Great Miami River Recreation Trail from Kuther
Road in Sidney to the Village of Lockington in Shelby County.

Connecting the almost 50,000 residents of Shelby County and Sidney to the entire Miami Valley
Trail system, the nation’s largest connected paved trail system, is important for several reasons:
First, once this gap is filled, leaders from Piqua and Miami County have committed to working to
connect Piqua to Lockington, which means that you will be able to ride, run, or walk uninhibited
from Sidney to Middletown on the Great Miami River Recreation Trail.

Filling in this key gap also benefits every other community along the Great Miami River
Recreation Trail, and many more people in SW Ohio who are currently part of the trail system.
Each new mile of trail that we add to the entire system essentially makes the investment in the
miles that were previously constructed all that more valuable and more miles of trail.

When Sidney and Piqua are connected, and a key gap between Middletown and Hamilton gets
filled in, the Miami Valley Trail system will be even greater with connectivity to the Cincinnati and
Ohio River trail system. This gives the Miami Valley the opportunity to market the region as a
place where cyclists can spend four or five days on a world class trail system and do a loop

from Sidney to Cincinnati and then back again, which can be economically significant to all of
our communities.

Finally, with all of the investment that is occurring in Shelby County, Ohio's number one county
per capita for manufacturing jobs, investing in outdoor recreation can help retain the existing
workforce and serve as a way to attract even more job growth in the future. Public and private
investments can go hand in hand.

This is an important project for the Great Miami Riverway and MCD is pleased to support
Shelby County’s efforts to add value to our regional trail network.

Sincerely,

MaryLyn
General

MCDWATER.ORG
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October 31, 2022

Dayton Region Priority Development & Advocacy Committee
Dayton Development Coalition

1401 S Main Street, Ste 200

Dayton, OH 45409

RE: Great Miami River Recreational Trail (GMRRT) — Shelby County Extension

To Whom it May Concermn:

The Sidney Visitors Bureau recognizes the economic, social, environmental and public health
benefits of trails, bikeways and riverways. CVB’s not only endeavor to grow tourism in their
respective areas, but in the surrounding region as well.

The Sidney Visitors Bureau is fully supportive of the Shelby-Miami County Ohio Connector
project proposal. We believe this project will supplement the quality of life currently enjoyed in
the Shelby County community and serve as an engine to spur additional economic activity in the
region.

The Sidney Visitors Bureau is a proud partner in the Great Miami Riverway of connected
communities from Hamilton to Sidney and we look forward to the day this proposed trail
connection becomes a reality for our region.

Sincerely,

Jeff Raible

President

Sidney Visitors Bureau

Sidney-Shelby County Chamber of Commerce

Sidney Visitors Bureau
101 South Ohio Avenue, Floor 2
Sidney, Ohio 45365
(937) 492-9122 or (866) 892-9122
www.VisitSidneyShelby.com



'SIDNEY-SHELBY
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIF
technology. growth. progress

101 S. Ohio Avenue, Floor 2, Sidney, OH 45365

October 28, 2022

Dayton Region Priority Development & Advocacy Committee
Dayton Development Coalition

1401 S Main Street

Dayton, OH 45409

RE: Great Miami River Recreational Trail — Shelby County Extension

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing on the behalf of Shelby County’s application to complete the recreational trail connecting
Sidney to Lockington. With the $500,000 in funding secured earlier this year, this project has good
momentum to become a reality in the near future.

Completion of this 12,220 feet of trail and the Miami County portion would allow users to connect to
more than 99 miles of recreational trail throughout southwestern Ohio. This project will enhance

safety and economic development in the Sidney-Shelby County area.

This trail extension is an integral part of our Downtown and Riverfront Development Plan, so we
strongly support this effort. If you have any questions, please contact me at 937-498-9554.

Sincerely,

o i

James A. Hill
Executive Director

www.ChooseSidneyShelby.com | Phone: 937.498 9554 | jhill@ChooseSidneyShelby.com



T R ' Mayor Robin |. Oda

mayor.robin.oda@troyohio.gov

Shelby County Commissioners
129 East Court Street
Sidney, Ohio 45365

October 31, 2022

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing in support of your efforts to obtain state funding to assist in constructing and
completing a gap in the Great Miami River Recreation Trail from Kuther Road in Sidney
to the Village of Lockington in Shelby County.

One of the key gaps in the regional trail system is the gap that still exists between Sidney
and Piqua. Your funding initiative (seeking to connect Sidney to Lockington) will putusa
step closer to connecting these two cities on the Great Miami River Recreation
Trail. Sidney and Shelby County, as a whole, will certainly benefit economically and
otherwise by being connected to our regional trail network.

Connecting the cities of Piqua and Sidney will benefit every other community along the
Great Miami River Recreation Trail, along with providing access to more people in SW
Ohio who are located all along the trail system and those who come from around the
state. Each new mile of trail that we add to the entire system makes the investment in
the miles previously constructed all that more valuable to SW Ohio.

The very first mile of trail in our regional trail system was built in 1972, fifty years ago,
right here in downtown Troy. Since that time, this recreational trail system has grown to
over 340 connected miles of paved trail, more connected miles of paved trail than
anywhere in the entire nation. By filling in key gaps, like the gap between Sidney and
Piqua, we make the entire trail system stronger and more accessible to everyone.

Thank you for your consideration and efforts in pursuing funding that will assist and
connect Sidney/Shelby County to our nation’s best trail system, thereby encouraging
others to do the same. | believe that this connectivity for Sidney and Shelby County will
continue to build economic and recreational vitality not only in Shelby County, but in all of
SW Ohio, as we add more and more miles of connected paved trail.

I look forward to adding Sidney/Shelby County to the partners and cities of the Great
Miami River Recreation Traif!

Very sincerely,

Rt S Mo

Robin I. Oda
Mayor

RIO:arb

100 South Market Street, Troy, OH 45373-7303




Ann Runner
Vice President — Human
Resources
p Emerson Commercial &
: Residential Solutions - HVACR
% Technologies

EMERSON. Rt

1275 W, Campbell Rd,
Sidney, OH 45365

T 41 837 498 3509
M +1 937 239 6752
Ann Runner@Emerson.com

February 18, 2022

Shelby County Commissioners
129 East Court Street
Sidney, OH 45365

Dear Shelby County Commissioners,

Emerson believes in “driving innovation that makes the world healthier, safer, smarter and more
sustainable”. We feel it is necessary to encourage growth and development wherever possible in our
communities. We are in support of the ongoing efforts to connect the key gap in the Great Miami River
Recreation Trail and request the completion of this project to be prioritized by the Dayton Region Priority
Development and Advocacy Committee.

As one of the largest employers in Shelby County, Emerson is always looking for opportunities to attract
and retain its employees. We want our employees to see their efforts have an impact on what is
accomplished at Emerson and provide opportunities to familiarize themselves with their community. We
encourage their overall feeling of health and well-being by offering programs to support their goals
including our Vitality Health and Wellness program. Having the Great Miami River Trail right in our
backyard would offer opportunities to stay active, explore and contribute to our local communities.

We want to encourage access to our towns so others can experience what our area has to offer and
encourage them to want to stay and work here. By completing the trail gap that spans from Kuther Road in
Sidney to the Village of Lockington in Piqua, residents and visitors will be able to utilize the 340-mile paved
trail network from Sidney to Middletown! This will benefit our communities by stimulating their local
economy after promoting this ever-growing tourism aspect that the bicycle routes will bring. Our community
helps us feel connected in this world and to know that it shares the same interests that attracts the people
who live and work there is something we should embrace.

On behalf of Emerson, and personally as someone who truly enjoys the parks and trail systems here in
Sidney, Ohio, | strongly support the Shelby County Commissioners request for this economically sound
improvement.

Sincerely,
> }
e :
= /*é;u
Ann Runner

Vice President - Human Resources, Emerson Commercial & Residential Solutions



/7, ..
Cargill
2400 Industrial Drive

Sidney, Ohio
45365

Subject: Sidney Shelby County Feeder Canal Trail Support

Dear Commissioners,

Cargill, one of the largest privately held companies in the United States, has a mission to Help the World Thrive.
One area of focus is in Enriching Our Communities. Our plant, located in Sidney, Ohio is growing and
continuously looking to attract new talent. Having a strong community with healthy activities in the Shelby
County area is important for Cargill’s continued success. For this reason, Cargill has granted funds for prior
sections of the trail system. Our organization intends to contribute to the upcoming bike path that will bridge the
gap between the cities of Sidney and Piqua, allowing our community to connect to the extensive existing trail

system.

Our Cargill Cares organization is looking forward to continuing the private public partnership enabling continued

path construction, making important connections in our community.

Best Regards,

{ ;[,}, // 7/’,,“"’ R
AV 7&-/11/»«
Leslie Milligan

Facility Leader



